True Kingdom Righteousness (cont.)

Judge Properly (7:1-6)
· Judge hesitantly, knowing the same standard will be used in judging you as you used in judging others (vv. 1-2);
· Judge humbly, knowing your own need for repentance and correction (avoiding the “plank” of hypocrisy) (vv. 3-5);
· Judge lovingly, seeking to help your neighbor grow (v. 5);
· Judge selectively, recognizing when it will help and when it might make things worse (v. 6)
Are we to entirely avoid making judgments?
No, making judgments is not only acceptable, it is necessary in becoming a mature person.  Judgment, in its most basic meaning, is simply making decisions or drawing conclusions.  You must judge whether to buy a car and which one.  You must judge whether a teacher is trustworthy or false.  A mature person makes wise and reasonable judgments that lead to good for God, others, and self.  

What is Jesus prohibiting?

Jesus is focused on the issue of judging other people.  He immediately goes to the parable of a speck in another’s eye and a plank in your own.  This is about relationships with others.  The judgment Jesus speaks of here is the negative judgment that amounts to condemnation or disdain.  The parable He chose to use shows that the judgment He is prohibiting focuses on the flaws or weaknesses of others.
What is the “plank” in Jesus’ parable?

At first glance, it appears that Jesus is warning us not to try and help others with their flaws or weaknesses while we have even bigger ones ourselves.  Will it always be true that I can’t help another person because I haven’t fully dealt with all of my own flaws and weaknesses?  Not at all.  

Jesus actually indicates that we ought to help remove the speck from our brother’s eye (v. 5).  His concern, however, is that we’ll try to do so while still being blind about our own need.  As usual, hypocrisy is the target of His warning.  How can you be trusted to help others with their growth when you’re not even willing to be honest about who you really are?
 Dogs and Pigs?
After calling us to cease our judgments about others, the Master goes on to instruct us not to give what is sacred or valuable to dogs and pigs.  Presumably, He’s talking about how we deal with people.  Why would He call them dogs and pigs if we are not to judge people?

As He often did, Jesus here used a shocking image to make a crucial point.  We are not to view people as dogs and pigs, of course, but we are to understand that what is valuable and important to us may not be what others value or find important.  We must be discerning in the help we offer others.  Some do not want help with the specks in their eyes, and we must not force our help on them.  We may find that we make things worse because we’re not taking care to judge whether the other person is ready for or wanting what we’re offering them.  Instead of healing, we may inspire resentment and aggression!
