True Kingdom Righteousness (cont.)

Finding Life in the Kingdom (7:13-27)
· Persevere in the way of Jesus and find life despite the ; 
· Do not try to get what you want or need by demanding, manipulating, or coercing;
· Boldly seek out what is important and what is needed, knowing that God wants you to have what is good;
· Acknowledge the right of others to give or withhold, to open their door to you or leave it closed;
· Be willing to graciously accept the “no” of others, avoiding bitterness, resentment, and anger;
· Be humble and bold – humble enough to rely on others and bold enough to approach them to ask, seek, or knock;
· Understand the goodness, wisdom, and strength of the Father so that you can expectantly ask Him for the good things you need
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     Humility: Accurately seeing your place in God’s order.
Kingdom Etiquette
Even in fallen and broken earthly societies, people have long valued common etiquette in dealing with others.  Saying “please” and “thank you” are so commonly understood to be basic etiquette that it is glaring when a person doesn’t practice it.  Jesus here points out some common etiquette in His kingdom.  More than mere formalities, these address the heart of how we view others and ourselves.
The Request
The request is a powerful force in relationships.  The request, properly understood, represents a beautiful dynamic between two people.  The one asking acknowledges their need for the help of the other.  The one being asked is forced to respond in some way that will reveal their goodness, wisdom, and ability (or lack thereof).  The request that is made in true humility presents an opportunity to both parties to experience grace – both the expression of generosity and the gratitude of receiving it.  The word for “grace” in Greek actually means both expressing generosity and expressing gratitude (thus we “say grace” before eating a meal).    

Manipulation, demands, and coercion all represent the opposite of the request.  While the request acknowledges that another has the control, these insist that I still have control and must wield it to get what I want.  There is no room for grace in either direction with these, and so they have no place in the kingdom of God. 
Is This a Promise of Success?
No, Jesus is not guaranteeing that every request will be granted, that every person or item sought will be found, or that every door on which you knock will be opened to you.  What He is guaranteeing is that if you live this way, you will receive, find, and have doors opened to you as a pattern of life.  People are often ungenerous, unwise, or unable to help.  We are called to continue on in a humble lifestyle of asking, seeking, and knocking anyway, for this is the lifestyle that leads to fullness.
Not only so, but as we grow and mature, we’ll find that many of the things we request or seek are actually not for our ultimate best or the best of others.  We learn to graciously accept “no” as training, inviting us to reevaluate our priorities and values.

