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Caring for the Poor

FCOC – July 20, 2016
A Fundamental Mark of Maturity

Under both the Old and New covenants, compassion for and generosity to the poor are basics of life in God’s kingdom.  In this short study, we want to see the heart of our Father and our Master in regards to the poor and what our role is in His caring for them.

God’s Heart for the Poor and Needy

· Raises them up and gives them honor
(1 Samuel 2:7-8; Psalm 113:7)
· Hears their cries (Job 34:28; Psalm 69:33)

· Never forgets them (Psalm 9:18; Isaiah 41:17)

· Protects them (Psalm 12:5)

· Is their refuge (Psalm 14:6; Isaiah 25:4)

· Rescues them from those who are stronger 
(Psalm 35:10; Psalm 72:12)

· Provides for them (Psalm 68:10; Psalm 132:15)

· Upholds their cause and secures justice for them (Psalm 82:3; Psalm 140:12; Jeremiah 22:16)

· Judges earthly leaders who mistreat them

(Psalm 82:1-4; Isaiah 3:14-15; Jeremiah 2:34 & 5:28)

· Stands at their right had to save them
(Psalm 109:31)

· Is aware of their mistreatment (Ezekiel 16:49; 18:12; 22:29; Amos 2:6-7; 4:1; 5:11-12; 8:4-6; Zechariah 7:10)
The Way of the Righteous

· Lend to the poor without charging interest – not looking to make a profit (Exodus 22:25; Psalm 15:5;
Proverbs 28:8; Ezekiel 18:17)

· Those who are kind to the poor and needy are blessed and rewarded by God (Proverbs 14:21; Proverbs 28:8; 14:31; 19:17; 22:9; 28:27)
· To be kind to the poor is to honor God
(Proverbs 14:31; 19:17)

· Those who ignore the poor will be cursed and will be ignored in their time of need
(Proverbs 21:13; 28:27)

· “The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern.” (Proverbs 29:7)
· “Defend the rights of the poor and needy.” (Proverbs 31:9)
· The noble woman “opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.”
(Proverbs 31:20)

· True and acceptable fasting includes sharing food with the hungry, giving shelter to the poor wanderer, and clothing the naked (Isaiah 58:7)
· The sin of Sodom: “She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed, and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy.” (Ezekiel 16:49)
· In contrast to righteous Abraham who was hospitable to strangers (Genesis 18 & 19)
The Fulfillment of Righteousness

When Jesus came to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, He came to address what was lacking in the way the people of God were understanding and obeying them.  

Righteous people throughout the ages have been generous to the poor in the right way; Jesus wasn’t introducing something new.   Rather, He was correcting the corruption that had infiltrated the hearts of God’s chosen people.  They had actually come to believe that it was a true mark of righteousness to simply give to those in need.  Perhaps we can see why after reading through the Old Testament texts regarding this issue.  Those who were surface-level only in their love for God would be satisfied with themselves and assume God was satisfied with them as well simply because they had given.  

The correction Jesus came to bring was clear and devastating to the hypocritical heart: mere giving isn’t righteousness, but giving out of genuine love for God and the poor is righteousness.  This lines up perfectly with the Law and Prophets, of course, but it was being missed by so many who thought they were righteous.

As in all things, Jesus’ call is to turn our eyes lovingly and trustingly toward Father and to live generously and selflessly for others. 

