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FCOC – June 8, 2016

We Are Meant to Become Mature

[1 Corinthians 2:6; Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 1:28;

 Colossians 4:12; Hebrews 5:13-14; James 1:4]
As we embrace our identities as disciples of Jesus, we come to understand that our salvation is not just a matter of our eternal “afterlife”, but rather a total process of transformation for our whole selves.  We are predestined to become like Jesus (Romans 8:28-30), and that means that we are meant to become mature as He is.  For our study, we will define Christian maturity in terms of Christlikeness.  This is not an elusive ideal meant simply to spur us on to another step closer to what we cannot reach.  Rather, this is an attainable goal we have set before us by the Master Himself.  The invitation to follow Him is an invitation to become like Him in character.

Some Guiding Texts for Study

Matthew chapters 5-7 (“The Sermon on the Mount”)

Romans 15:1-9 (mature relationships within the church)

1 Corinthians 13 (“The Love Chapter”)

Colossians 3:12-14 (list of “virtues”)

1 Timothy 3:1-13 (qualifications for church leaders)

2 Peter 1:3-11 (growing in maturity to ensure fruitfulness)

Psalm 1 (the blessed person)

Psalm 15 (the unshakable person)

Isaiah 58 (true and acceptable fasting)

True Kingdom Righteousness (Mt. 5-7)

The Beatitudes (5:3-7)

· See all things through the lens of the kingdom of God that has come;

· Have an eternal perspective about present realities;

· See yourself in the flow of God’s story (5:12)

Salt and Light (5:13-16)

· Influence the world for God’s kingdom advancement;
· Persevere in your discipleship and influence;
· Act to advance God’s reputation, not your own
Fulfillment of the Law (5:17-20)
· Diligently obey and teach others to obey Jesus’ commands (5:19);
· Act out of genuine integrity and goodness of the inner self (5:20)
Anger and Reconciliation (5:21-26)
· Not an angry person (5:22);
· Do not speak maliciously to or of others (5:22);
· Act to urgently reconcile with others as a top priority – highly value relationships (5:23-26)
Inner Unfaithfulness (5:27-30)
· Do not view others as a means to personal satisfaction
(5:27-28);
· Be faithful to God and others in the inner self;
· Have eternal perspective and priorities, taking decisive steps to deal with causes of sin (5:29-30)
True Kingdom Righteousness (cont.)

Love Beyond the Law (5:31-32)
· Go beyond the rules in doing what is best for others and honoring them;
Truth, Not Manipulation (5:33-37)
· Speak the truth and stand by your word – even when it hurts (see Psalm 15:4);
· Be predictably trustworthy so that oaths and swearing are unnecessary in relationships
Extravagant, Indiscriminate Love (5:38-48)
· Be extravagantly generous – even to your enemies;
· Do not fight for justice for yourself;
· Act to love others and honor God even in personal loss and suffering;
· Love completely like the Father, without discrimination
